POL377H1: Topics in Comparative Politics
Migration, the City, and the Politics of Belonging
Session: Summer 2018
Instructor: Lama Mourad
lama.mourad@mail.utoronto.ca

COURSE DESCRIPTION

As global displacement numbers continue to rise, the last decade has firmly become known as the
decade of migration. Along with its effect on the global landscape, one thing is clear: migration is a
profoundly urban phenomenon. Regardless of their reasons for moving, the overwhelming majority
of migrants today find themselves living in cities. Drawing on literature from political theory,
geography, political science, sociology and anthropology, this course brings together debates on
urban citizenship, human mobility, local governance, and migrant rights. It aims to advance our
understanding of how migrants shape cities, and, simultaneously, cities shape migrants. Beginning
with a historical look at how human mobility and the creation of nation-state borders are
intertwined, it asks: how is the age of migration changing the notion of borders? How do cities
shape the lives of migrants? And, finally, how are migrants (re)shaping notions of citizenship? It
draws on theoretical and philosophical work on migrants and cities, placing them in conversation
with case studies from around the world.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
There are no prerequisites for this course.

You are expected to attend all class sessions and participate actively in class discussions. This
requires that you complete the readings and/or listen/view the work listed every week, and have
made an effort to reflect on them. Guiding questions are provided under each week’s theme but by
no means should you feel limited to these questions when preparing your critical reflections (see
Assignments section below) or in class discussion.

If you miss a class, you are expected to catch up on the readings and other material missed that
week and to consult with other students regarding the discussion.

ASSIGNMENTS

The course grade is composed of five elements:

Assignment Percentage of Final Grade Deadline
Critical Reflections 20% Total (5% each) Rolling Basis
Mid-Term 15% Week 7
Essay 25% Week 10
Final Exam 30% Exam Week
Participation 10% Ongoing




Weekly Critical Reflections:

You will write four critical reflections, maximum of 1000-words each, on the readings throughout
the term. These written responses are not meant to be polished papers, nor summaries of the
readings, but your own reactions, reflections, and questions regarding the themes and arguments
of the readings. You must submit these to the class portal 24 hours before class, and be ready to
discuss them during our sessions. This will begin as of Week 2.

Essay:
You will write a 10-12 page essay addressing one of a number of possible questions relevant to

the theme of the course (a full assignment description will be uploaded to Blackboard). You will
develop a proposed outline, due on Week 4, that | will provide feedback on (it will not be
evaluated). You may also propose a topic of your own, to be approved before Week 4, during my
office hours.

Midterm:
The mid term exam will be cumulative up to Session 6. It will be comprised of short answer
questions to test subject matter from the readings and lectures.

Final Exam:

The final exam will be cumulative (i.e. will cover all the material from the course) and

take place in the exam period (date TBD). It will be include both short answer questions as well as
a choice of essay questions.

Participation:

Each session will begin with a brief lecture, followed by class discussions and questions
framed by the critical reflections prepared for that day. Participation is not only strongly
encouraged, but required. You will be evaluated based on your active participation in
class discussion and engagement with the critical reflections of your

colleagues. Participation marks will be determined by cumulative performance
throughout the course.

COURSE RULES & UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Assighment Format: All written assignments must be submitted as Word or PDF documents.
Submitting an unreadable file format will result in late penalties. Term papers must strictly adhere
to the following guidelines: 12 point, Times New Roman font, double-spaced, page numbers at the
bottom of the page, the title of the paper appearing at the top of the first page, and your name and
student number in the top left header of each page. No title page. Failure to adhere to these
guidelines will result in a 5% penalty on each paper. Spelling, grammar, and punctuation matter.
Term papers will not be accepted via email and students may be asked to submit their work to
Turnitin.com under terms set by the University of Toronto and as described on the Turnitin.com
website.

Extensions and Make-ups: No extensions or make-ups will be granted unless students
have acceptable reasons that are adequately documented — for example, a medical
emergency supported by an official U of T medical certificate. Extensions and
permission to write make-up midterms will only be granted in extenuating and
unavoidable circumstances outlined to the instructors in writing or via email prior to



the due date in question. Extensions will not be granted in any case after the
submission deadline or mid-term. Appropriate documentation must be submitted within
one week of the missed course requirement. Multiple assignments or midterms from
other courses scheduled for the same date — or other work commitments — do not
constitute acceptable reasons for extensions, so please plan accordingly.

Late Penalties: Assignments are to be handed in at the beginning of class on the date that
they are due. Late assignments will be penalized 3% per day, weekends included. All late
work must be submitted to the main desk of the Political Science Department (3rd floor

of Sidney Smith). Students must make sure late submissions are signed and dated by
Department staff. Barring extensions, work submitted more than 10 days after assignment
deadlines will not be accepted.

Course Grades: If you have concerns regarding an assignment mark you must present a
detailed written explanation (maximum 1 page single spaced) of why you feel the grade
is unjustified. Do not send an email immediately upon receiving your grade. Take some
time and think of how to make your case. Grade appeals must be submitted no less than
two days after the return of an assignment and no later than two weeks after the return of
an assignment.

Office Hours and Communication: Office hours will take place immediately preceding

the lecture or by appointment. We will endeavour to respond to emails within 24 hours,
weekends not included. Please do not expect an immediate reply to emails sent on the
weekends or after 7pm. Email is for short clarification questions only. If you have
concerns or questions that cannot be answered in a short response please see me during
office hours.

Plagiarism: All sources used in essays must be properly cited. Failure to acknowledge
sources constitutes plagiarism — a serious academic offense. For details, see the
University’s policy at http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-
plagiarize. Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays to

Turnitin.com for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In
doing so, students will allow their essays to be included as source documents in the
Turnitin.com reference database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of
detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the University’s use of the Turnitin.com
service are described on the Turnitin.com web site.

Blackboard and E-mail: All students should ensure that they have access to the
Blackboard website, as reading materials & announcements will be posted electronically.
Accessibility Needs: The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. If you
require accommodations for a disability, or have any accessibility concerns about the
course, the classroom, or materials, contact Accessibility Services as soon as possible

READINGS & LECTURE SCHEDULE

Week 1: Introduction



This class will serve as an introduction for the course, where we will present the syllabus and
discuss the expectations. We will also be viewing a short film as an introduction to the themes of
the course. You may include reflections on the film within your

In class: watch the documentary Last Train Home (2009) which follows the trajectory of a rural
Chinese family that lives within and between their rural village and the major neighbouring city as
workers in the garment sector. Brief discussion to follow.

Week 2: Territorializing Populations and Emerging Borders

How is the making of the modern state tied to human displacement? In what ways is this tied to
particular notions of nationalism? How did migration change in the post-war period and what
elements remain present today?

Brubaker, Rogers. 1995. “Aftermaths of Empire and the Unmixing of Peoples: Historical and
Comparative Perspectives”. Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 18 (2), April, 189-218

Scott, James C. “Chapter 1: Hills, Valleys, and States - An Introduction to Zomia” (1-39)
in The Art of Not Being Governed (Yale, 2009).

Torpey, John C. 2000. “Chapter 1: Coming and Going: On the State Monopolization of the
Legitimate ‘Means of Movement’, in Torpey, John C. 2000. The Invention of the Passport:
Surveillance, Citizenship and the State. Cambridge studies in law and society. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Zolberg, Aristide R. 1983 “The formation of new states as a refugee-generating process.” The
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 467, (1983): 24-38.

Week 3: Human Mobility in the Contemporary Era
In what ways has human migration transformed the state and its prerogratives? What are the limits
(if any) on state power to control movement?

Castles, Stephen, Miller, Mark J. and De Haas, Hein. 2014.“Chapter 3: How Migration Transforms
Societies,” in The Age of Migration, 5th ed. New York: Guilford Press.

Hansen, Randall. 2014. “State Controls: Borders, Refugees, and Citizenship.” in Elena
Fiddian-Qasmiyeh, Gil Loescher, Katy Long, and Nando Sigona (eds), The Oxford Handbook of
Refugee and Forced Migration Studies

Hollifield, James F. 2004. “The Emerging Migration State,” International Migration Review, 38(3):
885-912.

Week 4: Migration, citizenship, and rights
Why is citizenship meaningful? How do different modes of citizenship develop? What role does it

play in the lives of the displaced?

*Essay Outlines Due*



Arendt, Hannah. 1951. “The Decline of the Nation State and the End of the Rights of
Man” from The Origins of Totalitarianism. Any edition.

Schachar, Ayelet, and Hirschl, Ran. 2007. “Citizenship as Inherited Property.” Political Theory
Vol. 35, No. 3 (Jun., 2007), pp. 253-287

Sadiq, Kamal. 2008. Paper Citizens: How lllegal Immigrants Acquire Citizenship in Developing
Countries, Oxford: Oxford University Press, Chapters 3, 4, 7.

Week 5: Cities and Migration
How are cities challenging traditional notions of citizenship? What are its potentials and limits?

Lefebvre, Henri. 1996. “The Right to the City,” in Eleonore Kofman and Elizabeth Lebas (eds), Writings
on Cities, Blackwell Publishing.

Marcuse, Peter. 2014. “Reading the Right to the City,” City: analysis of urban trends, culture,
theory, policy, action, Volume 18 (1), pp.4-9

Varsanyi, Monica W. 2006. “Interrogating ‘Urban Citizenship’ vis-a-vis Undocumented Migration,”
Citizenship Studies, Vol. 10 (2), pp. 229-249.

Schiller, Nina Glick, and Ayse Caglar. “Towards a Comparative Theory of Locality in Migration
Studies: Migrant Incorporation and City Scale.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 35, no. 2
(February 2009): 177—202. doi:10.1080/13691830802586179.

Week 6: Cities and Migrant Integration
How do cities play in role in integrating migrants? How did the sanctuary city movement begin and
develop? What major tensions does it bring forward and how can we work to resolve them?

Dekker, Rianne, Henrik Emilsson, Bernhard Krieger, and Peter Scholten. 2015. “A Local
Dimension of Integration Policies? A Comparative Study of Berlin, Malm6, and Rotterdam.”
International Migration Review 49, no. 3 (September), pp. 633-58. doi:10.1111/imre.12133.

Ridgley, Jennifer. 2008. “Cities of Refuge: Immigration Enforcement, Police, and the Insurgent
Genealogies of Citizenship in U.S. Sanctuary Cities,” Urban Geography, Volume 29 (1),
pp. 53-77.

Tegtmeyer Pak, Katherine. 2006. “Cities and Local Citizenship in Japan: Overcoming Nationality?”
in T. Takeyuki (ed.), Local Citizenship in Recent Countries of Immigration: Japan in Comparative
Perspective, Oxford, UK: Lexington Books.

99% Invisible. 2017, February 28. “Church (Sanctuary, Part 1)” (Podcast), available at
<https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/church-sanctuary-part-1/>

99% Invisible. 2017, March 7. “State (Sanctuary, Part 2)” (Podcast), available at
<https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/state-sanctuary-part-2/>

Week 7: Mid-Term (In Class)


https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/church-sanctuary-part-1/
https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/state-sanctuary-part-2/

Week 8: Exclusion and Local Policy-Making
In what ways do cities act act spaces of exclusion? What role do “ordinary citizens” play in this
process?

Adida, Claire. 2014. Immigrant Exclusion and Insecurity in Africa: Coethnic Strangers. Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 3.

Farris, Emily M., and Mirya R. Holman. “All Politics Is Local? County Sheriffs and Localized
Policies of Immigration Enforcement.” Political Research Quarterly 70, no. 1 (March 2017): 142-54.
doi:10.1177/1065912916680035.

Varsanyi, Monica W. 2008. “Immigration Policing Through the Backdoor: City Ordinances, the
"right to the City," and the Exclusion of Undocumented Day Laborers,” 29 (1), pp. 29-52.

Martin, Diana. 2015. “From spaces of exception to ‘campscapes’: Palestinian refugee camps and
informal settlements in Beirut,” Political Geography, Volume 44 (January), pp. 9-18

Week 9: Gender and Migration

How does gender affect migration, and vice-versa? What role does it play in transforming and
challenging traditional gender roles (if at all)? What are the particular challenges (and potential
opportunities) women face in migrating to cities?

Screening of short film Loin du 16e (in class)

Khater, Akram. 2000. Inventing Home: Emigration, Gender, and the Middle Class in Lebanon,
1870-1920. Chapters 2-4.

Parrefias, Rhacel Salazar. 2012. “The Reproductive Labour of Migrant Workers,” Global Networks,
Vol. 12 (2), pp. 269-275.

Hamblin, Laura and Hala Sarraf. 2010. “Call to Respond, Respond to Call: An Iragi Women's Oral
History Project,” in D.Chatty and B. Finlayson (eds.), Dispossession and Displacement: Forced
Migration in the Middle East and North Africa, Oxford University Press.

Week 10: Migrant Advocacy and Activism

How do migrants shape and resist policy? What limits and opportunities does the context of the city
provide for immigrant activism?

*Final Essays Due*

Lee, Min Sook (Director). Migrant Dreams (Documentary) (on your own, to discuss in class)

Pande, A. 2012. “From ‘Balcony Talk’ and ‘Practical Prayers’ to lllegal Collectives: Migrant
Domestic Workers and Meso-Level Resistance in Lebanon,” Gender & Society. Vol. 26 (3), pp.

382-405.

Tungohan, Ethel. 2016. “Intersectionality and social justice: assessing activists’ use of



intersectionality through grassroots migrants’ organizations in Canada,” Politics, Groups, and
Identities, Vol. 4 (3), pp.347-362

Radiolab. 2017, October 12. “Father K” (podcast), available at
<http://www.radiolab.org/story/father-k/.

Week 11: Transnationalizing Cities

How does the city scale change our understanding of the “transnational”? What can we learn by
thinking beyond, below, and above the state in political science? Is migration a unique lens through
which we can achieve this?

*Final Exam Review*

Agnew, John. 1994. “The Territorial Trap: The Geographical Assumptions of International Relations
Theory.” Review of International Political Economy 1, no. 1, pp. 53-80.

Collyer, Michael, and Russell King. “Producing Transnational Space: International Migration and
the Extra-Territorial Reach of State Power.” Progress in Human Geography 39, no. 2 (April 2015):
185—-204. d0i:10.1177/0309132514521479.

Sassen, S. (2005). The global city: Introducing a concept. The brown journal of world affairs, 11(2),
27-43.


http://www.radiolab.org/story/father-k/

